The Middle East: Southwest Asia
1. General Physical Geography:
· Bordered by: ________________________, Black Sea, _________________, Arabian Sea, ____________________, Gulf of Oman.
· Home to the ____________________ Mountains: One of the world’s ___________________ ranges.
· Has the __________________________ which is the world’s ________________ inland body of water. It is _____________ but not as saline as the ocean. 
· A region of __________________ ,_______________________, and  deserts.
2. Climate:  
· _______________ and semiarid
· One of the _______________ places on Earth.
· Summer temperatures can reach _____________.
· There is little ________________ in the air so the air _________________ rapidly at night and temperatures can ______________ sharply. 
· Coastal areas have a more __________________ climate--_______________________ climate.
3.) Vegetation:
· _________________ scrub: Mostly small ______________ and shrubs 
· Temperate grassland is found on the _______________________________
· Hills and river valleys have ________________ forests.
· The Mediterranean coastline has _______________________.
4.) People/Culture:
· Ethnic groups: Arabs are the majority; there are also ____________________, and _________________________.
· Islamic divisions: ___________= 84%, _____________ 15%, _________ 1%
· _____________ believe that Muhammad’s successor should be a _____________ relative
· ________________ believe the successor should be a _______________ follower
· Islamic law--________________ criminal code (capital punishment) is utilized in some countries.


4.) Early History: 
· Known as “_____________________________________________”farming and the world’s first cities appeared here. 
· The region is the birthplace of ____________________ major religions: ________________________, ___________________________, ___________________________: All three share the belief that there is only ________ God. 
· The _________________ Empire ruled the region from 1299 -1922.
· Countries were under ________________ rule after the fall of the ________________ Empire. 

5. Present History: 
· Middle Eastern countries gained _______________________ 
· ________________ was founded as a Jewish state in 1948
· Deep _________________divide the region—most of the conflicts are due to ______________________ differences. 
· __________________ countries oppose ________________ existence
· There is conflict in some Muslim countries between  _______________ and ________________
· _____________________ also class with Muslims.
