Africa’s regions

Do you remember what a region is?

Region – an area with one or more natural or cultural characteristics that set it apart from other areas

North Africa

· At the intersection of Europe, Asia and Africa. 

· Meeting place for diverse peoples and cultures.

· Bitter conflicts 

· Scarcity of water

· oil.

The Land

· The Atlas mountains block moist winds and create Sahara

The Nile River

· World’s largest desert contains world’s largest river (4,241 miles)

· Mostly drains Egypt and Sudan

The Climate

Economy

· Only small percentage of land can be farmed. Citrus, grapes, dates, grains and cotton grown on rivers. Nomadic herding common. 

People

· Pyramids tell of one of world’s oldest civilizations 5,000 years ago

· Most are Arabs

· Most practice Islam

Egypt

· Most live on Nile River

· Kingdoms united around 3100 BC and ruled by pharaohs next 3000 years

· Advanced civilization developed written language, calendar, paper

· AD 641 Muslims took control. 94% Egyptians today Muslims

· Independence from UK in 1952

