Eastern Africa

Countries of East Africa

· Two subregions:

· The Horn of Africa Countries

· Eritrea

· Ethiopia

· Somalia

· Djibouti

Countries of East Africa Continued

· Nile River and Lake Victoria Countries

· Tanzania

· Kenya

· Uganda

· Sudan

East Africa 

· The Land:

· East Africa is cooler and drier than West Africa

· Temperatures range between about 59 degrees and 77 degrees year round

· Some inland areas have occasional years with no rainfall whatsoever

The Land Continued

· East Africa is bordered to the West by the Great Rift Valley 

· Lake Victoria and Lake Tanganyika are the major water sources

· The Nile begins in East Africa

· Africa's two highest peaks are in East Africa

East Africa History

· While most countries in Africa are less than a hundred years old, Ethiopia has been a kingdom, territory or country for thousands of years

· Ethiopia was one of the first countries in the world to officially adopt Christianity

· Being on the coast, early East Africans had contact over water with India, China and the Middle East 

· Somalia home to 9000 year old cave paintings

East Africa History Continued

· Recent History:

· Many civil wars within countries and border disputes between countries

· Piracy off the coast of Somalia

· Periodic famines hit Ethiopia and Uganda hard

· Sudan considered by the United States to be a country that sponsors terrorism.

East African People

· Islam is dominant along the coast, Christianity is most common inland

· Farming and fishing are common occupations

· Coffee first cultivated in Ethiopia

East Africa Wildlife

Tanzania and Kenya are home to Africa’s most famous wildlife reserves

