Central Africa

The Countries of Central Africa

· Burundi

· Central African Republic

· Chad

· Democratic Republic of the Congo

· Rwanda

The Land of Central Africa

· There are three dominant physical features in this region:

· The Congo River

· The Mitumba Mountains and Great Rift Valley

· Rainforest

The Congo River

· Second longest river in Africa

· Deepest river in the world with some parts reaching 750 feet deep

· Source of the Congo is Lake Tanganyika and the mountains of East Africa

· Vital for transportation in a land with few good roads and railways

· Potential source of hydroelectric power for the area

Mitumba Mtns and Great Rift Valley

· Forms the Eastern border of what is considered Central Africa

· “S” shaped valley with high walls

· Some of Africa's highest peaks and deepest lakes are located here

· Site of many important fossil discoveries, including “Lucy”

Congo Rain Forest

· Second largest contiguous rain forest in the world, after the Amazon

· Contains 70% of Africa's plant cover

· One of the world's most endangered ecosystems-- commercial logging, clearing for agriculture and civil unrest all threaten it.

· “Bushmeat” 

Central Africa History

· Area had been colonized by many different European countries

· Central Africa was hit particularly hard by the slave trade

· Hutu and Tutsi ethnic tensions in Rwanda in recent history

Central Africans Today

Countries in Central Africa are highly Christian

Agriculture is the primary occupation in the region

Governments are often poorly run and/or corrupt

