


WHY DID YOU MOVE BACK?
	THE REVOLUTION AND THE END OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL COINCIDED; I DIDN’T FEEL MY SON, AT 13, WAS READY TO GO AWAY TO SCHOOL IN EUROPE OR AMERICA ALONE, AND FELT THE DIRECTION THE GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE WOULDN’T BE FAVORABLE FOR AMERICANS LIVING THERE MUCH LONGER.
WHAT WAS THE WEIRDEST THING I ATE?
	I REALLY NEVER ATE ANYTHING VERY WEIRD THERE.  HOWEVER, I ONCE SAW SOMETHING VERY WEIRD.  I CAME HOME LATE (THINK IT WAS DURING RAMADAN) ONE DAY TO MY SISTER-IN-LAW’S HOME TO A WONDERFUL SMELL OF SOMETHING COOKING IN THE KITCHEN.  ONCE THERE I SAW A BUBBLING POT OF SOMETHING AND INDEED THE WONDERFUL AROMA WAS COMING FROM THAT LARGE POT.  I PICKED UP THE LID ONLY TO SEE A FACE STARING BACK AT ME!!!   I SLAMMED THE LID DOWN, WHILE SCREAMING, AND RAN OUT OF THE KITCHEN – STILL SCREAMING!  EVERYBODY RAN FROM WHEREVER THEY WERE TO FIND OUT WHAT WAS WRONG.  I FOUND OUT IT WAS A LAMB’S HEAD, CALLED CALAPACHEH, WHICH THEY WOULD EAT FOR BREAKFAST AND CONSIDERED A DELICACY.  NO, I DIDN’T EAT IT!
DID YOU TEACH ENGLISH?  WHAT GRADE?
	YES, IN COLLEGE.
WHAT DID YOU DO FOR ENTERTAINMENT?
	ABADAN HAD MANY CLUBS, PROVIDED BY THE OIL COMPANY, TO KEEP PEOPLE ENTERTAINED: JOCKEY CLUB, YACHT CLUB, COIN COLLECTING CLUB, STAMP COLLECTING CLUB, GOLF CLUB, ETC.  IN ADDITION, THEY HAD COUNTRY CLUBS, OPEN TO EMPLOYEES BY RANK.  ALSO, FRIENDS GOT TOGETHER ON A REGULAR BASIS TO SOCIALIZE.  THIS TENDED TO “SNOWBALLL,” SINCE IF YOU WERE INVITED SOMEWHERE, YOU HAD TO RETURN THE INVITATION AND INVITE EVERYONE THERE.  I WAS ACUALLY HAPPY ABOUT ONE EFFECT OF THE REVOLUTION – THE CURFEWS; THEY KEPT GETTING EARLIER UNTIL THEY REACHED 8:00 PM, ENDING ALL SOCIALIZATION!!!!
HOW WERE YOU TREATED?   VERY WELL.
WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO MOVE SOMEWHERE ELSE?
	TO MOVE ACROSS TOWN IS DIFFICULT ENOUGH, BUT TO MOVE TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY IS EVEN MORE SO.  THERE IS SO MUCH THAT IS DIFFERENT TO ADJUST TO: DIFFERENT ELECTRICITY, DIFFERENT TOILETS, DIFFERENT HOUSE ARRANGEMENTS, HAVING A SERVANT (BOTH GOOD AND BAD, BUT NECESSARY IF BOTH PARENTS WORKED OUTSIDE THE HOME OR SOMEONE WOULD COME STEAL EVERYTHING IN THE HOUSE!, THE HEAT, NOSY PEOPLE, A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE, DIFFERENT CUSTOMS, LOSTS OF NEW FAMILY MEMBERS, NEW JOB.  THE LIST GOES ON AND ON.
YES, I’VE READ BOTH THE BIBLE AND THE KORAN.
I LIVED IN ABADAN, IN THE STATE OF KHUSISTAN, NOT TOO FAR FROM THE MOUTH OF THE PERSIAN GULF, SURROUND BY THREE RIVERS: THE TIGRIS, EUPHRATES, AND ONE OTHER.
IRAN HAS BUSES, TAXIES (THAT ARE SO CHEAP YOU CAN AFFORD TO USE THEM), TRAINS, AIRPLANES, AND IN TEHRAN, A SUBWAY SYSTEM.
IRAN WAS MUCH MORE “AMERICANIZED” (PERHAPS “WESTERNIZED” WOULD BE A BETTER WORD, BECAUSE THEY ARE ALSO MUCH ENFLUENCED BY EUROPE) WHEN I LIVED THERE.  THE REVOLUTION WORKED VERY HARD TO END THAT, AND SUCCEEDED QUITE WELL.
I AM CATHOLIC AND WENT TO MASS EVERY SUNDAY WHILE I LIVED IN IRAN.  IN FACT, MY MOTHER-IN-LAW ONCE WENT WITH ME TO SEE WHAT IT WAS LIKE.  SHE WORE THE CHADOR, PULLED AROUND HER FACE SO ONLY ONE EYE SHOWED (SHE WAS VERY RELIGIOUS), BUT SHE SAW EVERYTHING –INCLUDING THE MAD WHO CAME 15 MIN. LATE AND SAT IN THE BACK.
FARSI IS READ FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, AND IS DIFFICULT TO LEARN UNLESS YOU ALREADY KNOW THE LANGUAGE BECAUSE VOWELS ARE OFTEN LEFT OUT OF WORDS.  SO, IF YOU SEE:  ATMBL, FOR EXAMPLE, IT TAKES QUITE A BIT OF GUESSING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THE WORD IS BECAUSE THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS.  CAN YOU GUESS WHAT IT IS?
THERE WERE NO PLACES WE AVOIDED IN IRAN; INFACT THE FIRST SUMMER AFTER WE ARRIVED, WE DROVE ALL OVER IRAN FOR A MONTH.  AS IT IS HERE, THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME NEIGHBORHOODS IN TEHRAN TO AVOID, BUT ONLY BECAUSE YOU MIGHT BE HELD UP, NOT KILLED.
MY FAVORITE FOOD WAS, AND STILL IS, CHELOKABAB, BUT TWO CLOSE FAVORITES ARE TAHCHIN, A BAKED RICE DISH (MADE WITH RICE, SAFFARON, YOGURT, AND ZERESHK [LIKE A VERY SMALL CRANBERRY – MAY BE CALLED BAYBERRY HERE, BUT HAVE NEVER SEEN OR TASTED A BAYBERRY SO CAN’T SAY FOR SURE), AND KHORESHT-E-SABZI, A STEW MADE WITH LAMB/BEEF CHUNKS AND ALL KINDS OF GREENS AND SERVED OVER PLAIN RICE.
MANY PEOPLE SPEAK ENGLISH IN IRAN, ESPECIALLY YOUNG PEOPLE.
WHEN I WAS LIVING THERE, IT WASN’T DIFFICULT AT ALL TO BE A CHRISTIAN (SEE ABOVE) BUT IF I HAD BEEN IRANIAN AND MUSLIM, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY DIFFICULT TO BECOME A PRACTICING CHRISTIAN.  THEY DON’T TAKE KINDLY TO PEIOPLE CHANGING FROM THE MUSLIM FAITH (APOSTASY).  IN ESFAHAN, THERE HAS BEEN A THRIVING ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SINCE THE 15TH CENTURY, AND THERE ARE SEVERAL KINDS OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES AS WELL: SYRIAN, ASSYRIAN, CHALDEAN, AND ORTHODOX.  TO MY KNOWLEDGE, THERE HAS BEEN NO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS ON A LARGE SCALE, ALTHOUGH AFTER THE REVOLUTION, THE GOVERNMENT DID TRY TO OUTLAW THE TEACHING OF THE ARMENIAN LANGUAGE IN THEIR RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS.  THEY BACKED DOWN UPON LEARNING THEIR LITURGY WAS IN THAT LANGUAGE.
UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE WAS NOT ANY MORE DIFFICULT THAN NORMAL, BUT LEARNING TO READ AND WRITE IT WAS REALLY DIFFICULT, AND I ONLY ATTAINED ABOUT A 1ST OR 2ND GRADE LEVEL.
GREAT PLACES TO VISIT IN IRAN, BESIDES TEHRAN, ARE THE CASPIAN SEA AREA, ESFAHAN (OLD CAPITAL), SHIRAZ AND NEIGHBORING, TABRIZ (AND THE SALT LAKE NEARBY), ABADAN (FOR THE OIL AND PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY) AND THE ISLAND RESORT OF KISH.  RELIGIOUS SPOTS OF INTEREST (AND PILGRIMAGE) WOULD BE GHOM, MASHAD, ESFAHAN (AGAIN, FOR THE BEAUTIFUL TILEWORK IN THE MOSQUES THERE).  BUT THE ONLY REALLY GREEN AND MOUNTAINOUS AREA IS THE CASPIAN SEA AREA; YOU WOULD NOT BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SCENIC BEAUTY OF MOST OF IRAN.
THE MOST DANGEROUS ANIMIAL IN IRAN IS MAN, AS IS TRUE OF THE REST OF THE WORLD.
IF YOU REALLY WANT TO LEARN FARSI, INSTEAD OF GOING TO IRAN (HIGHLY UNLIKELY YOU’LL EVER MAKE THAT TRIP), I HAVE TWO SUGGESTIONS: FIND AN IRANIAN COLLEGE STUDENT TO TUTOR YOU, OR BUY THE LANGUAGE PROGRAM “THE ROSETTA STONE.”  I’VE HEARD GREAT THINGS ABOUT THAT PROGRAM.
SHOPPING IN IRAN IS EASY AND MORE INTERESTING THAN SHOPPING HERE (BUT YOU ASK THE WRONG PERSON; I HATE TO SHOP!!)  SHOPS ABOUND, NOT ONLY IN THE BAZAARS, BUT ALONG ALMOST EVERY STREET AND NEIGHBORHOOD.  IN FACT, MOST HOUSEHOLDS DO SOME KIND OF SHOPPING ON A DAILY BASIS, EVEN IF ONLY FOR BREAD.
WATER WAS A PROBLEM IN MANY PARTS OF IRAN, A BARREN AND IN MANY PLACES DESERT ENVIRONMENT.  FROM AN AIRPLANE, FLYING OVER THESE AREAS, ONE CAN OFTEN SPOT THE QUANATS (I HOPE THAT’S SPELLED CORRECTLY), HOLES, ACTUALLY WELLS, DUG ALONG A LONG INVISIBLE TRADE PATH AT REGULAR INTERVALS, WHERE TRAVELERS COULD HAUL UP WATER FOR PEOPLE AND ANIMALS.  MODERN PIPING AND PUMPS HAVE ALLEVIATED MUCH OF THIS, BUT WATER IS STILL SCARCE.  OVERPOPULATION OCCURS IN LARGE CITIES, ESPECIALLY SINCE THE LAST HALF OF THE 20TH CEN.  PEOPLE FLOCK TO WHERE THE JOBS AND SERVICES ABOUND, SO CITIES ARE OVER POPULATED, BUT HUGE SWATHS OF IRAN HAVE A VERY LOW POPULATION DENSITY.
I HAVE ANSWERED THE QUESTIONS FROM THE JAR, UNLESS I ALREADY DISCUSSED THE ISSUE IN THE CLASS SESSIONS.  I APPRECIATE YOUR QUESTIONS AND YOUR INTEREST, AND ENJOYED SHARING WITH YOU MY EXPERIENCES FROM IRAN.  MAY THE REMAINDER OF YOUR YEAR PASS PLEASANTLY AND SWIFTLY, AND MAY YOUR LEARNING INCREASE GREATLY DAILY.  GOD BE WITH YOU ALL.
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